strip once a load is removed from the autoclave. The indicator has been adequately exposed if the ink is as dark as or darker than the color standard. If the ink is lighter than the color standard, sufficient exposure to the sterilization process may not have occurred due to equipment malfunction or a procedural error in the sterilization process. If the indicator has not fully turned color, the operation of the autoclave should be reviewed, an entry is made on the Equipment Log Sheet in the Autoclave Log Book, and the load ran again. If the strip fails to indicate adequate exposure after the second attempt, notify the Facility Manager for corrective action. 9. When results of autoclave monitoring are unacceptable, an entry is made on the Equipment Log Sheet stating the problem, the corrective action taken, and how it was resolved. This record is maintained in the Autoclave Log Book.
10. When autoclave equipment fails to operate properly, an entry is made on the Equipment Log Sheet stating the problem, the corrective action taken, and how it was resolved. This record is maintained in the Autoclave Log Book. 12. When autoclaves with the capability to generate printouts or temperature charts are utilized, these records of autoclave function should be reviewed from each load to assure that sterilization has occurred. The autoclave operator should make sure paper is in the printer at all times and replaced as needed. 2. Heat resistant autoclave gloves should be worn whenever removing a load from an autoclave. 3 . A properly operating autoclave is essential for safety. Perceived problems should be promptly reported to the Facility Manager for assessment and corrective action to be taken.
V.

DOCUMENTATION REQUIRED
Autoclave Sterilization Record
VI.
